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Washington and Lee University
Definition
Doesn’t usually come from 
established media sources 
adhering to journalistic 
standards 
Correction or retraction issued 
after the fact























Prehistoric Fake News. 
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This led to an 
increase in diseases, which can cause 
permanent injury in some cases.
Numerous medical and scientific 
organizations were unable to replicate 
the results claimed by the author. Paper 
retracted and the author is no longer 
allowed to practice as a doctor.
"...the most damaging medical hoax of 








Both claims were entirely 
false.
False social media posts about South 
Sudan are fueling ethnic conflict and 
fears of genocide. These posts often 
come from outside the country.
Kiir tells a U.S. Senator there is no 
widespread violence blaming the media 







Visualizing the spread of 
social media posts

What is a fact?
- Black's Law Dictionary (10th ed.)






























































Programming for today 
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Fake News Research Guide, Madison 
College, http://libguides.madisoncolle
ge.edu/fakenews
Chatham House Debate: Does 'Fake 
News' Matter?, Chatham House – The 




Thomas M. Nichols, The Death of 
Expertise: The Campaign Against 
Established Knowledge and Why it 
Matters (2017).
Science, 9 March 2018.
Additional Resources
http://iue.libguides.com/fakenews
https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/
http://www.programminglibrarian.org/articl
es/fake-news-library-round
50
